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CLINICS. 
HOSPITAL GLEANINGS. 

Conservative Surgery es regards Limbs 
and Joints torn by Accidents ; Statistics of 
Reseetion.—A true system of conservative 
surgery, based on observation and induction, 
must be an object of anxious and pains. 
taking interest to all surgeons, It is not 
the mere figures or notes. of this.or that 
surgeon that can exclusively decide any~; 
thing at all in this department. In,regard 
to resection, im particular, what is wanted 
is a comparative view of all:the cases, with 
especial regard to.the hygienic or other con- 
ditions unfavourable tothe eperation. This 
subject has indeed been just touched on by 
Mr. Jones, of Jersey, in his comparison of } 
the results of all the London hospitala. The? 
French military department, also,.ia the 
hundreds of cases of disarticulations.in the 
Crimea, in the thousands of cases of ampu- 
tation, and in over a:hundred of resections; 
by carefully comparing one set of cases with 
the other, and correcting the death rate per- 





centage in- resections by the horrible and 
frightfuk-death rate in amputations, and in 
the army: generally, have also, in their 
; government reports, gone well. :into the 
subject, and have done: an’ immensity to 
clear up the fallacies of what is-empirically 
called conservative’surgery. We'strive to 
do more in a resection than in an amputa- 
tion ; and the Paris sutgeons fairly ask 
that more worth the increased. riek ¢ 

not. only strive to’ save life, they say, 
striye to secure almost: a second. |i 

means by which a patient livés—his po or, 
arm. We should take care, an the other 
hand—and the conscientious provincial or 
London surgeon is right in taking care—of 
mere figures or statistics, remembering that 
there is a conservatism that loses a life and 
saves a limb; or gives us a mere operation ; 
for he isthe true conservative (like our 
friends in the Grimea) who saves both, or 
atleast saves life. In the-best set of cases 
published, there are thirty-one resections of 
‘the knee; and five deaths. Mr. Syme-and 
Me. Burener are our»best; guides in civil, 
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as the French militay,urgeonsiare in mili- 
tity practice. Mr. Syme gives his last 
twenty cases of amputation of the thigh 
without one death. Wemust compare this 
with thirty-one resections of the knee, and 
five deaths; but in resections of the elbow 
there is no controversy at all. 

In knee cases, one uses the word “‘ in- 
duction” unwillingly. “But induction, to be 
useful, must come after analogies of cases of 
__another kind, as well urged by old hospital 
surgeons. Insome ten or twelve knee. joint 
résections in’the hospitals, twelve momhs 
old, there ig.nothing new. We here give 
some cases of another kind, bearing not re- 
motely on the subject. 

In a remarkable case, at present under 
the care of Mr. Wormaxp, the man was 
brought to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital with 
dislocation of the foot inwards; both tibia 
and fibula thrown off the astragalus, 
in the opposite direction: As the experience 
of St. Bartholomew’s, with its magnificent 
hygienic arrangements, is in favour of as- 
sisting nature, even in such terrible injuries, 
Mr. Wormald reduced the dislocation under 
chloroform, and for several days. hoped he 
had secured another triumph for the cause 
of conservative surgery, but he was obliged, 
ultimately, thirteen days after admission, to 
have recourse to secondary amputation. 

C. B——, aged 34 years, was admitted 
August 22d. He states that he was driving 
a coal van, when the hind wheel flew off, 

1 threw him heels over head out of the 
driver’s seat, right smash against the curb- 
gtone. After the reduction of the injury 
under chloroform, he was treated with beef- 
tea, eggs, liquor cinchona, etc., varied a 
litle subsequently (Sept. 1) to wine and 
quinine. On September 4, the thirteenth 
day, it -was found necessary to amputate. 
All that is known, perhapa, of excisions or 
resections of joints in cases anything like 
this one, corroborated very forcibly by the 
vast statistics of the military hospitals, is, 
that excision is not a milder operation than 
amputation, as a patient may advance to- 
wards death by excision, but then be saved 
by amputation. ‘‘ Excision of the knee- 
joint,’ according to some very recent ob- 
servations of Mr. Erichsen, ‘‘ may be per- 
formed in some selected cases.with advan. 
tage, but it can never become @ general 
operation as a substitute for amputation of 
the thigh.’ An immensity, as Mr. Wor- 
mald remarked in his case, depends on the 
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condition and age‘of the patient, in all these 
cases, as, @ little before, he had-a case where 
the astragalus was laid bare, yet it did well ! 
Excision of the: elbow might, perhaps, and 
ought to be prabtiped in almost all the cases 
of chronic disease of that articulation, ac- 
cording to Mr. Erichsen, in preference to 
amputation. He has had eight or more 
cases, with only one death, and even that 
unfortunately from pyemia. All operations 
of the upper extremities form a category by 
themselves, which cannot be fairly com- 
pared with that of cases of the lower limbs. 
In two cases thus by Mr. Wormald, we find 
in one all the bones of the foot torn literally 
away from the astragalus, yet it did well; 
while in the present instance, not so severe, 
he was obliged to amputate. Some sur- 
geons, relying on mere statistics, look upon 
it asa ‘‘ jumbling”’ of cases together, when 
anything disturbs the “‘ vanity of figures,’”” 
but there is no intricacy or jumble now in 
the subject, but what can be readily removed 
by starting from fresh ground. 

There is a case in St. Thomas’s Hospital, 
I. Quinton, aged 36 years, of bad compound 
fracture of the left leg, where Mr. Sourn 
had recourse to primary amputation by the 
circular operation below the knee; here the 
conservatism of a life has repaid the con- 
servatism of nothing else, Mr. South agree- 
ing with an old writer, that it is better to 
live with three limbs than die with four. 

In a child, aged 5 years, S. C., under the 
care of Mr. .Curzine, at the London Hos- 
pital, admitted in May, and still under treat- 
ment, there was compound comminuted 
fracture.of the femur, which was thought 
at the time to be a case forjamputation at 
the hip, but as the friends, we’ believe, ob- 
jected (though the recommendation was the 
very best could be given), Mr. Curling tried, 
with wonderful success, to save the limb. 
The child is quite cheerful up to the present 
(Sept. 10), and will‘in all probability have a 
useful limb. . Nothing could have saved 
this case, perhaps, if it were knocked about 
in the bad hygienic and atmospheric con- 
ditions of the Crimea or Scutari. 

In 8 case of compound fracture of tibia 
and fibula, under the care of Mr. Sotty, in 
a heavy, rather unhealthy man, a labourer 
in Woolwich Arsenal, admitted into St. 
Thomas's Hospital, August 16, he has suc- 
ceeded in saving the limb, at least up to the 
present date (Sept. 10). 





In another instance or variety of injury, 
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in the London Hospital at present, a woman, 
E. D., aged 42 years, treated by Mr. Worps- 
wort, there is fracture of the internal mal- 
leolus alone. The woman says she was going 
round a corner. of a crose street, and slipped 
off the curbstone, at the same time thrust- 
ing out her leg, which was broken. These 
cases, though not the same as resections, 
are found to run parallel with resections, 
and to throw much light on the subject; 
showing, in fact, that almost every case 
differs from almost every other case ; that 
resections of the knee have been all over- 
rated as operations; that the conscientious 
surgeon will first, as Mr. Sxey observes, 
think of the patient’s life more, and of cut- 
ting and sawing less.— Assoc. Med. Journ., 
Sept. 13, 1856. 

Operation for the Radical Cure of Hernic 
On Saturday, October 11, Mr. Hotmes 
Coore performed the operation for the radi- 
cal cure of oblique inguinal hernia, at St. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital, by the application 
of Professor Wutzer’s interesting and ap- 
parently effectual apparatus, often described 
in recent communications to the journals, 
and a full account of which will be found 
in volume xxxvii. of the Medico- Chirurgi- 
cal Transactions. Mr. Stretton, an old 
house-surgeon of St. Bartholomew's, has 
also recently applied it with good effect in 
another case; so that, from what has been 
recently experienced of its value and useful- 
ness, it promises, though quite new, to be 
generally adopted in practice. The chief 
value, of course, of any means for the radi- 
cal or effectual cure of hernia, will be found 
in the fact that the recurrence of hernia, and 
the dangers of hernia operations and stran- 
gulation, will be thus avoided, as well as the 
inconvenience and dissatisfaction of patients 
carrying such an unsightly tumour about 
with them. 

The operation by Wutzer’s apparatus is 
much more safe than that recommended by 
Gerdy : in the latter, there was. too often 
gangrene of the scrotum and exposure of 
the testicle, with relapse, so that it has fallen 
into discredit; while, from what has been 
shown of Wutzer’s plan by invagination, 
the worst that can occur is, apparently, to 
leave things as before. 

The instrument consists first of a cylinder 
of very hard wood, about four inches long, 
which acts, in fact, like the index finger, 
after the latter has pushed a part of the 
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scrotum. back through the abdominal ring 
into the inguinal canal, like the inverted 
finger of a glove or double night-cap. Mr. 
Coote found no difficulty in thus pushing 
back the scrotum. - The cylinder, towards 
its anterior extremity, becomes thinner, and 
contains a canal lined with metal, which 
conducts an elastic steel needle, flattened 
at the point, and furnished with a movable 
handle; a round opening near the point of 
the cylinder allows also this needle to pase 
through; so that, when Mr. Coote had in- 
troduced the cylinder, pressure upon the 
handle of the needle sent its point through 
the invaginated or invertedscrotum and 
coverings of the sac, and it appeared pro- 
jecting through the integuments on the sur- 
face, something in the manner of a small 
hook. Another wooden body, not unlike a 
shoe-horn in shape, is now fixed on, to in- 
crease the pressure. This last piece of wood 
is concave, and is rather wider than the 
cylinder in the canal; one end receives the 
projecting point of the needle over the in- 
guinal canal; the other is supported upon a 
movable metallic stage ; near this is a screw, 
by means of which cover and cylinder can 
be pressed together, thus obviously com- 
pressing the walls of the inguinal canal and 
the integuments of the inverted scrotum. It 
is well to give a brisk purgative a day or two 
previous to using the apparatus. Thecylin- 
der is to be greased, and the handle detached 
afier the plug is fitted on. Mr. Jones, of 
Jersey, has had a case where the cure was 
quite astonishing. 

The instrument is applied after the hair 
has been shaved, and while the patient lies 
on ‘the back, with the thighs flexed and 
raised. There is little or no pain, so Mr. 
Coote did not conceive it would be neces- 
sary to use chloroform, or any form of 
anesthetic. Six days is sufficient to leave 
the apparatus applied. Mr. Spencer Wells, 
who has brought the instrumentinto notice, 
was present on the day of operation, and 
seems to take much interest in. the success 
of the instrument. When removed, the 
cavity is filled with soft dry charpie. The 
puncture is dressed simply, and the whole 
supported by a common bandage, or a gra- 
duated compress, as recommended by Mr. 
Spencer Wells, may be tried. 

A suspensory bandage’ or light truss” 
should be used for three months afier the 
application of Wutzer’s apparatus, so as to 
insure a complete cure and occlusion of the 
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inguinal ring. Very little elee is neces- 
sary. 

In fifty-seven cases by Wutzer, there was 
no death or dangerous symptom ; while the 
testimony of many other surgeons in favour 
of the apparatus, has been equally encourag- 
ing. 

The case requires to be watched for at 
least a week, so that any signs of peritonitis, 
should they unfortunately occur, may be at 
once met by active remedies, Itseems the 
opinion of the surgeons at St. Bartholo- 
meéw’s, that, if the operation were really 
one of converance, as the French term it, 
it would be scarcely worth such a great 
risk; but, as Wutzer’s apparatus obviates 
the danger of recurring strangulations in 
old herniz, by effecting a cure of hernia, it 
rises to a very superior rank in the scale of 
remedies. 

The speculations and discussions of a 
clinical nature to which Wutzer’s apparatus 
has given occasion during the week, are of 
80 practical a natare, and inguinal hernia so 
frequently met, that we may state that, as 
the result of an examination of the tables of 
the London Truss Society, it seems, accord- 
ing to Mr. Bryant, that, in 84,478 cases of 
inguinal and femoral hernia, no less than 88 
per cent. were inguinal, and only 11 per 
cent. femoral. In avast number of the for- 
mer, the remedy by Wutzer’s apparatus 
would prove of inestimable benefit, as se- 
curing the patients from the dangers of cut- 
ting operations. Again, in 281 cases of 
hernia operated on, 105 were inguinal, and 
176 femoral, so that here the proclivity to 
disorder is inverted, and femoral hernia re- 
quired operation more frequently than in- 
guinal. The latter, however,as eo seriously 
involving the peritoneum, is more fatal than 
the former by 16 per cent. This fact also 
is pregnant with meaning, and, if possible, 
gives a double value to the operation as per- 
formed by Mr. Coote. 

There isa necessity for operating earlier 
in femoral than in inguinal hernia. From 
what is seen, also, every year in Guy's, St. 
Bartholomew’s, St. Thomas’s, etc., it is too 
plain that chloroform is not of much use in 
femoral hernia; the unyielding nature of the 
crural ring, joined to the sharpness of the 
edge of Gimbernat’s ligament, as dwelt on 
‘occasionally with much force by Mr. Stan- 
ley, at Bartholomew’s, are doubtlees the 
cause of the increased strangulation of the 
intestine in femoral hernia; and, as these 
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ligamentous tiesues are not influenced by 
the relaxing effect of chloroform, an addi- 
tional and too often fatal obstacle (especially 
in feeble old women, where this variety of 
hernia is most common)—an obstacle not 
always remembered—is offered to the efforts 
of the surgeon in performing the taxis. 

Oct. 16. The operation has been now 
done five days. The cure is nearly per- 
fected.— Assoc. Med. Journ., Oct. 18, 1856. 

Notes made during a recent Visit to some 
of the Hospitals of Paris.—La Pirié.— 
I found M. Matsonxrevve injecting iodine 
into a large deep seated acute abscess of the 
thigh, apparently connected with the knee- 
joint, and consequent, I was informed, on 
an operation for the division of stricture 
performed by him some days ago. The 
man had been out of health at the time of 
the operation, and appeared to me to be in 
a very precarious state. The canula was 
left in the wound to afford a vent for the 
iodine and the pus. 

His mode of operating on strictures is 
peculiar. He kindly explained the whole 
process to me, and showed me his instru- 
ments. He commences with very small 
elastic bougies, which taper towards the 
end so as to be scarcely larger than a thread. 
One of these he contrives to pass through 
the stricture, however tight it may be. I 
was told that he shows great dexterity in 
this procedure, seldom failing to overcome 
the difficulty in a short time. He has these 
delicate bougies of many sizes, and to the 
end of the handle of each a delicate silver 
worm is attached. When he is conscious 
that the bougie has entered the stricture, he 
screws on to the handle of it a delicate silver 
tube with a slit along the convex side of the 
tube. The bougie is now carried on befure 
the silver tube into the bladder, and the tube, 
following the bougie, enters and passes 
through the stricture. He next carries along 
the tube an iron wire with a delicate lancet- 
shaped blade appended to it, which projects 
through the slit just mentioned. This being 
carried down the ‘urethra along the tube, 
does not touch the healthy part of the ure- 
thra, owing to its size; but when it reaches 
the stricture, an impediment is felt ; and if 
it be pushed on, it incises the edge of the 
stricture. This may be repeated two or 
three times, if necessary. The silver tube, 
with its wire and cutting blade, is now with- 
drawn, dragging the bougie after it. The 
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incision of the stricture has made way for 
a larger bougie, which is accordingly intro- 
duced. Upon the handle of it is screwed, 
in the same manner as the silver tube upon 
the first bougie, an instrument resembling 
the ‘‘ bistourie caché’’ of Dupuytren; but 
cutting in a part only of the length of the 
blade. This is made to follow the bougie 
through the urethra; and by it a free divi- 
sion of the stricture is made. A full sized 
elastic catheter is now introduced and left 
in the bladder. Two patients, on whom he 
had operated the day before, were doing 
well. He withdrew the catheter in each in- 
stance, and left it out. The several stages 
of the process appeared to me to require 
too much delicacy of manipulation to come 
into general use. Though it may succeed 
in the dexterous hands of M. Maisonneuve, 
I fear it would fail in moat others. He told 
me that in some cases of complete retention 
and impassable stricture, he had punctured 
the bladder above the pubes, and, through 
the aperture there made, had passed a ca- 
theter or bougie by the bladder from behind 
forwards through the urethra to the stricture. 
Then cutting down upon it and dividing the 
stricture, he had succeeded in introducing a 
full sized catheter by the natural route into 
the bladder. Other surgeons, he said, had 
upon his recommendation, adopted the same 
practice with success. He informed me 
that he had practised Syme’s operation, but 
did not like it, preferring the incision from 
within by the bistoury passed through the 
stricture in the manner I have described. 
To remove cancerous or cancrotd affec- 
tions of the face, which are not within easy 
teach of the knife, he employs long, point- 
ed, slightly curved sticks of caustic, mad> 
of chloride of zinc and paste moulded into 
the required shape, and then baked so as to 
be quite dry and hard. He first makes 
punctures with a bistoury, extending from 
the circumference of the cancer to beneath 
its centre, and, inserting the sticks of caustic 
into them, leaves them. The sticks being 
nearly as large as a cedar pencil, and placed 
pretty close to one another, cause the whole 
diseased stricture and some of the adjacent 
healthy tissue to slough out as one black 
mass, leaving a healthy granulating surface 
behind. I saw one case in which nearly 
the whole superior maxillary bone, and 
another in which a considerable part of the 
external wall of the orbit had been cleared 
away by this means. Both appeared to be 
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doing well. This is evidently a most effect- 
ive mode of applying caustic in such cases, 
and one which enables the escharotic to act 
at a much greater depth than any other plan 
that I have seen employed. 

M. Maisonneuve next showed me a case 
in which an operation for vesico-vaginal 
festula had been completely successful. The 
patient ‘was a middle-aged woman. The 
opening between the bladder and vagina had 
been large, and the case so unfavourable 
that M. Jobert, at the Hotel Dieu, had de- 
clined to operate. M. Maisonneuve began 
by dissecting the bladder from the fore part 
of the uterus, then pared the edges of the 
fistula freely, and finally approximated them 
with several points of simple interrupted 
suture. The wound had healed completely, 
and the bladder held nearly half a pint ‘of 
water, which I saw him inject into it from 
the urethra. 

Lanrteors1#ext.—This magnificent model 
hospital has been built within the last ten 
years, at the enormous cost of £850,000; 
the chapel alone, not yet completed, costing 
£16,000. It contains rather more than six 
hundred beds. It is well situated on high 
ground near the Northern Railway termi- 
nus; incloses a square garden of consider- 
able size; and the several wards run out 
from the terraces that surround that garden, 
so that each forms almost a detached build- 
ing, and is exposed to the air along its two 
sides and its end. Nevertheless, a compli- 
cated, highly expensive, and, I should have ~ 
thought, almost unneceesary system Of ven- 
tilation is employed. The air, conveyed to 
the lower part of the building from a height 
through a tubular tower, is, by means of 
fans worked by steam engine, driven, 
through tubes which permeate the building, 
into the wards, whence it escapes through 
apertures in the wall communicating with 
tabes that ran up, chimneéy-like, to the roof. 
Thos a continual current is maintained in 
the watds. In cold weather, the supplied 
ait is warmed by passing over tabées con- 
taing hot water. The windows were all 
shut, and the wards struck me as being 
father close. I confess that I doubted 
whether much was gained by this substita- 
tion of an expensive and complicated arti- 
ficial system of ventilation for the simple, 
natural, and more direct one by windows 
and doors. 

M. Chassaighac was delighted when I told 
him that I hed used his écraseur; that it had 





been employed by Mr. Terry, of Northamp- 
ton, and other English surgeons. He re- 
marked that it seemed to be_ more known, 
and to have gained more favour in England 
than in France. He employs it for the re- 
moval of the breast, having previously iso 
lated the part by the knife, and in various 
other cases, more particularly in hemorrhoi- 
dal tumours, of which he has removed a 
hundred with only one fatal result. The 
unfortunate termination in that case was 
attributed to the patient’s health being in- 
different and the bowels loaded before the 
operation. Hemorrhage rarely occurs. It 
had happened to a considerable amount in 
a patient recently operated on, but ceased 
spontaneously, and the man was doing well. 
He introduces into the rectum a tubular in- 
strument, from the extremity of which, 
when it has. reached the proper height, a 
quantity of small hooks are projected, 
umbrella-fashion. By this the mucous 
membrane is drawn down and held. He 
sometimes finds it necessary to surround 
the base of the hemorrhoid with a ligature, 
so as to form a pedicle upon which the 
chain of the écraseur may be applied. He 
showed me a testicle affected with malig- 
nant disease, which he proposed to remove 
by the same instrument. I learnt at M. 
Charriére’s and M. Liier’s, the celebrated 
instrument makers in the Rue de |’ Ecole de 
Médecine, that a difficulty had occasionally 
been experienced in completing the division 
of the part to be removed when it was of 
large-size or was surrounded by thick skin. 
To obviate this difficulty, and to give greater 
power to the operator, they have devised 
ingenious modifications of the écraseur ; 
with what result it remains to be proved. ~ 

M. Chassaignac employs the plan of cold 
water dropping a good deal in the treatment 
of inflammatory affections. The apparatus 
is very simple. A can, holding about two 
quarts, with a small tap by which the size 
of the stream can be regulated, is suspended 
at the requisite height above the part to be 
watered. A man with chronic conjunctivitis,, 
placed his face about a foot beneath the tap 
and turned a small stream upon his. eyes 
separating occasionally the eyelids so as to 
expose the inflamed part more fully, and 
subjecting the eyes to it alternately. He 
eaid he had derived much benefit from the 
treatment. 

Nitrate of silver is a very favourite re- 
medy, M. Chassaignac sponging most of 
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the wounds with the solution and dropping 
some into most of the inflamed eyes, rub- 
bing the eyelids with his fingers so as to se- 
cure the contact of the solution with all 
parts of the conjunctiva, and singularly re- 
gardless of its contact with himself. 

For long sinuses or extensive abscesses, 
he institutes drains by means of India rub- 
ber tubes, perforated at various parts of their 
length so as to facilitate the flow of dis- 
charge along them. These tubes are carried 
through the abscess in various directions, 
and appeared to answer the purpose well. 

Small abscesses he opens with a scarifica- 
tor, which does its work very expeditiously ; 
and, making two, four, or more openings, 
gives free vent to the discharge.—Assoc. 
Med. Journal, Oct. 4, 1856, 


MEDICAL NEWS. 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


State Medical Society of Mississippi.— 
An effort is about being made to organize a 
State Medical Society in Mississippi. The 
medical practitioners of the State are in- 
vited to meet, for that purpose, at Jackson, 
on the 13th of December next. 


Health of Cincinnati.—The Cincinnati 
Medical Observer (Oct. 1856), represents 
the health of Cincinnati to have been un- 
usually good during the past summer, and 
up to the present time. In 1855, the mor- 
tality for the months of June, July, and 
August, was 1500, while that of the same 
months in 1856, was only 909. It is be- 
lieved that no cases of malignant cholera 
have occurred during the present season. 

Health of New Orleans.—It is stated in 
the New Orleans Medical News and Hos- 
pital Gazette (Nov. 1856), that the city of 
New Orleans is in the enjoyment of excel- 
lent health. The mortality for the five 
weeks ending October 26th, is but seventy 
more than for the four previous weeks. 
Yellow fever has disappeared, there having 
been but one death from it for the week 
ending November 2d. 

Medical Classes in Philadelphia.—We 
are informed that the Medical Classes in all 
the schools during the present session are 
unusually large. 

















Army Medical Staff.—A ‘‘ general order’”’ 
issued from the adjutant-general’s office, 
Sept. 1st, 1856, announcing the promotions 
and appointments in the army, since Nov. 
10th, 1855, contains the following informa- 
tion respecting the medical officers: Pro- 
motions.—Ass’t Sutgeon, William J. Sloan 
to be surgeon, Dec. 20th, 1855, vice Stin- 
necke, deceased; Ass’t Surgeon, William 
S. King to be surgeon, Aug. 29th, 1856 ; 
Ass’t Surgeon, David C. De Leon, to be 
surgeon, Aug. 29th, 1856.—Appointments. 
—John F. Randolph, of Louisiana, to be 
assistant surgeon, vice Sloan, promoted, to 
date from Dec. 24th, 1855; James C. Hern- 
don, of Virginia, to be assistant sufgeon, 
vice Simons, dismissed, to date from Feb. 
22d, 1856; George Taylor, of Maryland, 
to be assistant surgeon, vice Southgate, re- 
signed, to date from April Ist, 1856; John 
G. Gaenslen, of Virginia, to be assistant 
surgeon, vice Steiner, dropped, to date from 
May 16th, 1856; George Hammond, of 
Mary land, to be assistant surgeon, vice Sor- 
rel, resigned, to date from June 28th, 1856; 
William J. L’ Engle, of South Carolina, to 
be assistant surgeon, Aug. 28th, 1856; B. J. 
D. Irvin, of New York, to be assistant sur- 
goes Aug. 28th, 1856; Anthony Heger, of 

ennsylvania, to be assistant surgeon, Aug. 
29th, 1856; Asa Wall, of Virginia, to be 
assistant surgeon, Aug. 29th, 1856; Charles 
Brewer, of Maryland, to be assistant sur- 
geon, Aug. 29th, 1856; William H. Bab- 
¢ock, of New York, Edward N. Covey, of 
Maryland, Richard D. Lynde, of Mary- 
land, Robert Orr Craig, of New York, 
each to be assistant surgeon, dating Aug. 
29th, 1856.— Resignations —Ass’t Surgeon, 
Francis Sorrel, June 27th, 1856; Ass’t 
Surgeon, Robert Southgate, March 31st, 
1856.—Deaths.—Surgeon Henry A. Stin- 
necke, at Baltimore, Maryland, Dec. 20th, 
1855.—Dropped.— Assistant Surgeon, Jo- 
sephus M. Steiner, May 9th, 1856.—Dis- 
missed.—Assistant Surgeon, James Simons, 
Jan. 16th, 1856. 

Women admitted to the Obstetrical Ward 
of the Blockley Almshouse, Philadelphia.— 
From the first of July, 1855, to the first of 
July, 1856, there were sent to the Obstetri- 
cal Ward of the Blockley Almshouse, by 
one member of the Board of Guardians of 
the Poor, two hundred and fifty-seven wo- 
men. Of these there were born in Ireland, 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 





167 


140; Germany, 56; Scotland, 5; America, 
47; England, 6; Wales, 2; Italy, 1. 
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Death from Chloroform.—Another death 
from the inhalation of chloroform, recently 
occurred at St. Thomas’s Hospital. The 
patient, John Gibbing, aged thirty-six, 
sailor, a stout, middle-sized man, was to be 
operated on for neérosie of the phalanges of 
one of his fingers. He was very anxious to 
have the operation performed under chloro- 
form, which was, there being no obvious con- 
traindication, administered. One drachm 
of chloroform was poured upon a spunge 
folded up in lint, and this was held over his 
mouth and nose, so as to allow of free inha- 
lation of the atmosphere together with the 
vapour. After about twenty inspirations he 
began to spit into the lift, and retch. The 
chloroform was removed, and he was shortly 
—perhaps scarcely a minute~after seized 
with convulsions, necessitating his being 
held by three or four men. This having 
lasted some thifty seconds, his face became 
blanched, and he gasped for breath. He 
was placed in a horizontal position, the 
tongue held forward by forceps, and artifi- 
cial respiration commenced; air could be 
heard entering the lung at each inapiration. 
Under this treatment, togethér with the 
application of ammonia to the nostrils, he 
rallied for a few seconds, so as to be able 
to breathe naturally. Again he ceased to 
breathe. Artificial respiration was recom- 
menced ; the galvanic current was passed 
from the nape of the neck to the region of 
the heart; oxygen was injected into the 
chest; but in vain. His heart acted no 
more, and he was dead. The remedial 
measures mentioned were continued for 
nearly half an hour after he had given any 
signs of life. 

Post-mortem Appearance.—Fatty degene- 
ration of the heart in an early stage. Fatty 
liver. Slight anemia of the brain. No 
valvular disease of the heart. 

The death occurred on the 14th instant. 
On the Saturday previous he went to the 
hospital as an out-patient, and had his finger 
incised, to relieve the great tension of the 
part, and a considerable quantity of blood 
was lost. He had suffered from delirium 
tremens three times, the last time being 
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three weeks before applying to the hospital, 

He had been in the habit of drinking a pint 

and a half of rum daily for nine years, 

according to the account of parties who had 
known him for a length of time.—Zancet, 

Oct. 25, 1856. 

Large Inguinal Aneurism ; Ligature of 
the External Iliac.-—Awmongst the striking 
cases in Guy's Hospital, is a patient admit- 
ted on September 15, with large femoral or 
inguinal aneurism, under the care of Mr. 
Hitton. | This case underwent the formid- 
able operation of deligation of the external 
iliac artery on Monday last (Sept. 22). It 
will be interesting to notice in this instance 
when the ligature shall have come away, for 
comparison with the recent successful case 
under Dr. Brookes of Cheltenham (Journal, 
Sept, 20). The case is that of Thomas D., 
aged 51, apparently a strong stout man, ac- 
customed to hard labour, during which, he 
thinks, about three months ago, in some ac- 
cidental manner, he gave himself a strain, 
and afterwards felt the present tumour in 
his left groin. It has increased till it has 
attained the size of a large egg. On his 
admission to hospital, the nature of the tu- 
mour was at once recognized. Mr. Hilton 
first tried ice, and the following draught 
every six hours :— 

R. Tincture digitalis Mx; tincture bella- 
donne Mv ; misture camphore 3j.—M. 
September 22. As the danger of delay is 

becoming every day more obvious, Mr. Hil- 
ton decided to-day to ligature the external 
iliac. The aneurismal sac was found to 
press against Poupart’s ligament, and, in 
fact, to overlap the external iliac. 

24th. The patient is going on very well’; 
he has a dose of opium at night. He has 
discontinued the digitalis since the opera- 
tion; and Mr. Hilton now recommends 
generous diet. The operation was beauti- 
fully done, and has quite commanded the 
circulation. We shall take another oppor- 
tunity of stating the result of thecase. The 
statistics of this operation are now well es- 
tablished. 

Ligature of the External Iliac Artery.— 
Last week, at King’s College Hospital, Mr 
Ferevsson tied the external iliac artery, 
before an assemblage of about 300 persons, 
for an aneurism of the common femoral in a 
youngman. The patient, we learn, is going 
on very well.—Zancet, Oct. 18, 1856. 
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Disarticulation of the Hip-Joint.—On 
Saturday last, Mr. Hancock removed the 
leg at the hip-joint, in a case of very ex- 
tensive disease of the thigh, extending up to 
the hip-joint itself, in a young man from the 
country. The patient, under the influence 
of chloroform, bore the shock of the opera- 
tion very well, and at the present moment 
ia going on as favourably as can be desired, 
free suppuration having become established, 
and the strength continuing pretty good. 
This makes the second operation of the kind 
within the last seven months, Mr. Curling 
having disarticulated the hip-joint of a 
woman on the 11th of March last, for a 
large malignant tumour of the thigh. The 
patient recovered, and has enjoyed perfect 
health to the present hour.—Jbid., Oct. 25. 


New Operation in Surgery—Disarticula- 
tion of the Scapula.—The entire scapula, 
with its processes and glenoid cavity, were 
removed, in the Royal Infirmary of Edin- 
burgh, on the Ist instant, by Mr. Syme, on 
account of a cystic-sarcomatous tumour. 
The patient, an elderly female, is doing 
well, and the arm promises to be wonder- 
fully little diminished in usefulness through 
the absence of the shoulder-blade.—Jbid., 
Oct. 11, 1855. 


Operation ona Large Cicatriz from Burn. 
—Mr. Hittow has a very instructive and 
successful case of operation also, for the 
cicatrix of a burn, in one of his wards in 
Guy’s Hospital. The patient, G. B., aged 
64, a fine boy, was admitted so long ago as 
June 18, with his arm firmly tied to his side 
by a large and indurated cicatrix. The 
axilla was obliterated, and the case alto- 
gether as hopeless as one might expect to 
see in several years of hospital practice. 
The operation consisted of a free débride- 
ment of all the parts, during which the teres 
major and minor, and serratus magnus on 
the lateral aspect, with the pectoralis in 
front, were all laid bare. A thickish cord 
was next placed like a figure of 8; one loop 
round the neck, like anecklace ; the second 
loop against the edge of the axilla. The 
arm also was kept separated by a sort of 
crutch attached tothe pelvis. The case ie 
now one of the most perfect cures of this 
nature ever seen at Guy’s. The cord was 
constantly wetted with a solution of nitrate 
of silver. 











Enlarged Bursa of the Knee Injected with 
Iodine.—There is a very practical case at 
present under the care of Mr. Pacer, a case 
of enlarged bursa of the knee, treated by in- 
jecting tincture of iodine into the bursal ca- 
vity. ‘Thelad is aged 18, and was admitted 
a month since (August 26). Mr. Paget be- 
lieves the iodine a better plan of treatment 
than issue, or anything more formidable. 
The swelling, which existed for seven 
months, has now disappeared.— Assoc. Med. 
Journ., Sept. 27, 1856. 


Caustic for Cancer.—A new remedy for 
cancer, in the shape of a caustic composed 
of three parts of sulphate of lime, one of 
chloride of zine, and one of chloride of anti- 
mony, is beginning to be very much used. 


Turning in Cases of Narrow Pelvis.— 
The operation of turning instead of crani- 
otomy, in cases where labour is obstructed 
by narrowness of the pelvis, has, as is gene- 
rally known, been strongly advocated by 
Professor Simpson, of Edinburgh. Dr. Dus- 
REVILG, supporting in the main the views 
of the Edinburgh obstetrician, relates two 
cases which came under his care. In one, 
the patient was in her third pregnancy ; and 
turning was performed with success. In the 
second the patient was a primipara. Turn- 
ing was performed, but the head would not 
pass, and it was necessary to complete de- 
_ livery bycraniotomy. Both cases did well; 
Dr. Dubreuilh arrives at the following con- 
clusions: 1. Turning ought to be much 
more frequently practised in cases of narrow 
pelvis. 2. It is preferable to the forceps, 
when there is a disproportion between the 
size of the foetal head and the chambers of 
the pelvis. 3. It may be practised at any 
period of labour, and is therefore less likely 
to injure the mother or the child. The 
temporary pressure necessary is much less 
hurtful to the infant than the prolonged 
pressure of the forceps. 4. If, after the ex- 
traction of the body, the head remains in 
the inlet of the pelvis, because it has not 
been possible to estimate its relative size, 
recourse might be had to craniotomy.— 
Assoc. Med. Journ., Oct. 4, from L’ Union 
Médicale de la Gironde, Feb. 1856. 


Obstetric Forceps with Joined Blades.— 
M. Camitie Bernarp, some months ago, 
read to the Academy of Medicine a memoir 
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on the use of forceps in which the blades 
are joined (forceps assemblé). He has used 
an instrument of this kind for twenty years, 
notwithstanding that he frequently met with 
the obstacles which are said to oppose the 
introduction of the two blades together— 
such as narrowness of the vulva, pressure 
of the head into the hollow, face presenta- 
tion, and narrow pelvis. If the vulva is 
dilated by the fingers, and the perineum 
depressed, the two blades are easily intro- 
duced. The introduction of the forceps is 
most simple and readily performed, and has 
never been productive of harm to mother or 
child. In difficult cases, M. Bernard has 
been able to operate without assistance, 
and sometimes even without the knowledge 
of the patient. When the instrument is 
introduced into the pelvis, the blades are 
separated by the hand which remains out- 
side, and which readily appreciates the 
amount of resistance ; the other hand guides 
the instrument and protects the maternal 
structures. In many cases, M. Bernard 
has been able to complete delivery when the 
ordinary forceps had been used unsuccess- 
fully.—Assoc. Med. Juurn., from Journ. de 
Méd. et de Chirurgie prat., May, 1856. 


Respiration and Crying of a Child within 
the Unbroken Membranes.—Dr. Hurter, of 
Morburg, has published a case of twin 
births, where the first ovum was expelled 
intact with the placenta. The child was 
noticed to breathe distinctly within the sac, 
and it soon cried when the membranes were 
alittle pinched. The latter swelled up, and 
Dr. Huter, after hearing five or six sobs, 
tore the membranes. The second child 
presented with the vertex and the right 
hand ; it looked dead when born, but finally 
breathed and cried. They were both of the 
male sex, and very small. In spite of the 
warm bath, the first child died four hours, 
and the second five hours, after birth._— 
Lancet, Oct. 25. 


Can the Secretion of the Grease or Sore- 
Heels of the Horse be Inoculated to Man?— * 
Jenner thought that the pock affecting the 
teats of cows, was the result of inoculation 
from persons who, previous to milking them, 
had been in contact with horses suffering 
from the grease. Attempte to inoculate the 
latter affection to man failed ; but the same 
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poison (as it was supposed) taken from the 
contaminated cows showed, in the shape of 
vaccine matter (as is well known), a pecu- 
liar fitness to be implanted upon the human 
organism. The grease.waa thus considered 
as primarily non-transmissible to man, 
though. examples of such transmission, and 
consequent development of vaccine pustules, 
had from time to time been recorded: one 
by Sasko, a.second by M. Letenneur, and 
a third, quite lately, by M.. Rigodin. 
The question seems now to have been 
almost solved. by Messrs. Manoury and 
Picuor, of Chartres, in France. Asin the 
case before alluded to, it is. a shoeing smith 
who.took the. disease from a horse affected 
with grease... He applied to M. Pichot, who 
took the lymph from. the pustules (bearing 
the closest resemblance to the sores result- 
ing from the inoculation of vaccine matter), 
and sent some of it to M. Manoury, of 
Chartres, and to the Academy of Medicine 
of Paris. M. Manoury succeeded in pro- 
pagating the lymph to some children, inocu- 
lating successively from the pustules ob- 
tained. At the Academy, the lymph taken 
from the smith failed, but that subsequently 
‘gent by M. Manoury, and obtained from the 
second transmission upon the children in- 
oculated by him, succeeded perfectly ; and 
thirteen pustules distributed amonget three 
children, all gave characteristic vaccine pus- 
tules, These experiments are certainly not 
entirely conclusive, but the facts connected 
with them should not be overlooked, as they 
may lead to further investigations which 
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possibly may throw some light on this ob- 
acure quéstion.— Lancet, Oct. 11, 1856. 


Cholera.—The South, American Com- 
pany’s steamship Imperador has just brought 
the intelligence that St. Vincent’s Island, 
one of the Cape de Verd group, has suffered 
terribly from cholera, Out of a population 
of 1,200, 800 had died, principally males, 
The bodies of the. dead had to be burnt in 
the public square, for want of means to inter 
them. The Jmperador was coaled by wo- 
men, In the progress.of the cholera in the 
Punjaub and the Valley of the Ganges— 
where, from May to August.in this year, it 
is computed to have killed 90,000 persons— 
women are stated to have had a similar im- 
munity from its attacks, especially European 
females. Reports from the cantonment of 
Mean Mear, containing the largest, best 
ventilated, and best drained artillery bar- 
racks in India, state that one-third of the 
European artillery there perished in a fort- 
night.—Zancet, Nov. 8, 1856. 

Oxirvary Recorv.—Died, on the 24th 
of Sept. last, ‘at his chateau de Flotin, from 
an attack of apoplexy, Dr. C. B. Cayot, 
one of the most eminent physicians of Paris, 
in the 70th year of his age. M. Cayo was 
for a long time the principal editor of the 
Revue Médicale, and was a large contribu- 
tor to the literature of medicine, and an 
ardent champion of the Hippocratic doc- 
trine. 
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